Anomalies in the laterality of omissions in unilateral left visual neglect: implications for an attentional theory of neglect.
Patients suffering from unilateral left visual neglect may show problems in deploying attention generally in space, particularly in "controlled processing" type tasks (Schneider and Shiffrin), in addition to showing specifically lateralized attentional difficulties. The prediction is made that cueing to the left should result in a significant increase in right-sided omissions because of this general attentional difficulty. This hypothesis was confirmed, and two patterns of results were observed. One group continued to neglect a left stimulus in the cued condition, in spite of accurately reading a word on the left side, while the other group showed a mainly right-sided omission pattern.